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Australlian student ajusting to
Viterbo, United States

By Chris Millner
Lumen reporter

Can you imagine spending 20
hours sitting on a plane, to go to
a university that you never even
visited? That’s exactly what Viterbo
Freshman Cameron Johnson did on
his way to the United States from
his home in Melbourne, Australia.
Lumen set out to interview Johnson
to see what his to America was like,
and how the adjustment to life in
La Crosse has been so far.

“The worst part of the trip to
America was the plane ride,” John-
son told Lumen. “It took over 20
hours to make it here, and | needed
to switch planes twice. It was just
really boring. | mostly watched
movies and tried to sleep as much
as possible. | was just glad when |

ing a nice, small campus, although
it looked out of place within the
surrounding area. “Viterbo’s cam-
pus is a little smaller than universi-
ties in Australia. There aren'’t as
many universities back in Australia,
so typically they are larger.”

And what were some of the dif -
ferences that Johnson has seen in
the classroom so far?

“The classes here aren’t harder
than back in Australia, but here
there is a lot more work that needs
to be done. There is also a lot more
time that needs to be devoted to
homework | feel like. The biggest
difference that I've found in the
classroom is something that I've
been working to understand since
| got here, and that'’s learning to
speak ‘American.”

The dialect that Americans’ use is
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coming to the United States. With
his Australian basketball team they
traveled Los Angeles, Seattle, Alas-
ka, and Hawaii. “We spent most of
our time in Alaska, and traveling

to all the different cities was a fun
experience. That helped get me
interested in possibly coming back
to spend more time and not only
play basketball, but attend school in
America as well.”

Johnson, who plays on the bas-
ketball team at Viterbo, found out
about Viterbo in an interesting way
as his basketball coach in Australia
is former Viterbo head coach Ron
Popp.

“But basketball isn’t the only
reason | chose to come to America,
Johnson said. “I thought it would
be a good opportunity to study
abroad, and experience a whole
other culture while attaining my
degree.”

a lot better at understanding some
of the different phrases students
and teachers use around campus.
“It helps that back home we watch
a lot of American movies and tele-
vision, so it's made the transition
pretty easy understanding most of
the dialect differences,” Johnson
said.

Some of the biggest differences
he has found so far have to do with

Freshman Cameron Johnson. Photo by Enrique Becwar.

to be a green right arrow, or a green

light for us to turn right.”

everywhere here, but rarely seen
back home. The possum is the clos

'KHQ LW FRPHV WR IRtRu@m&l WweHhaveliionumbers,

America, Johnson was surprised

but they still aren’t as prevalent

WR AQG KRZ PXFK ODU Jdd squirielsl Ahd Ra@géaroos aren’t

of food as compared to back home.
“Back home we have McDonald’s
which we call, ‘Maccas’ instead of
‘Mickey D’s’ like it's pronounced

here in this country, but back home
they can be seen in open areas,

and even some neighborhoods too.
They'll even jump across the roads,
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N a lot bigger. Typically a small or
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America.

“The whole driving system is a
little different because in Austra-
lia we drive on the left side of the
road, and the steering wheel is on
the right side of the car, so here it
is backwards. It feels like the speed
limits here are a little slower, but we
also measure our speed in kilome-
ters per hour, as opposed to miles
so I'm not quite sure of the conver-
sion rate yet and we can't turn right

'KHQ -RKQVRQ AUV WatVved iightg, KvHicB Ls\&/new con-

erbo campus, he took note of it be-

cept to me. In Australia there needs

Australia. Otherwise the fast food
places have pretty much the same
menu in both countries, except for
the dollar menu.”

And is there a difference be-
tween what foods are offered in
each country?

“In Australia we don’'t have
things like cheese curds or corn
dogs which | have seen a lot of
since | got here,” Johnson said.

Johnson likes to note the differ
ences in some of the animals he
has noticed so far. “Squirrels are

deer in this area.”

The biggest transition that John
son is now trying to ready him for
is the winter months, as it continues
to get colder. “Back home it only
snows in the mountains and those
isn’t very close to where | live, so
| haven’'t been around a lot of cold
weather, and especially not snow.
| think it's going to take a lot to
get used to the weather here. From
what I've been told it gets really
cold and I'm not really looking
forward to that very much.”

Struggles continue for young women’s basketball squad

By Jordan Murray
Sports editor

Simply put, it's been a tough
year for Coach Bobbi Vandenberg’s
women’s basketball team. The V-

in contributing to those statistics, as

the point since then and the results

IUHVKPDQ VKDUSYVKRR W bedrQridoRsistBrDdtie to their

went down with an ACL injury

after just two games. Brooke An-
derson, the expected starting point
guard and also a good shooter, also

inexperience, not their effort. In
my opinion, having an established

point guard is the most critical need

for success.”

especially when the opponent gives
them a lot of different looks. Turn-
overs have really hurt us because
of this uncertainty. The experience
they are gaining, however, is going
to be invaluable in the future.”

WRUH KHU $&/3LQ WKH AUTheWdith 6f th&team—there As far as the rest of the season
6-21, 2-11 in the MCC Conference. WKH AUVW JDPH RI W K Harekipht freshimahtoR tié\foster— goes, the V-Hawks believe they still
With two separate losing streaks of  those jump shooting threats, teams KDV XQGRXEWHGO\ E H HavepleyRoivmi/ fow\Rhile Van-
AYH JDPHV RU PRUH W Kave\WodteranK Biple teamed se- overcome. denberg admits that their record
had a hard time gaining any mo- nior post players Katina Mandylaris When asked about the lack of thus far has been a disappointment,
mentum throughout the season. and Joni Stanek. experience on much of the ros- the team hopes to peak in the MCC
One of the biggest issues for the Turnovers have also been a ter, Vandenberg said, “Youth has tournament and make a run there.
team has been its struggle to knock  major problem, as the V-Hawks impacted our team greatly--in good  The team will close their regular
down shots on a consistent basis. DYHUDJH AYH PRUH SH WayDdhthsami BoCso good ways. season with a home game on Feb.
The team is shooting 36 percent their opponents. The injury to They're very talented, hungry 20 against conference opponent
IURP WKH AHOG DQG M XAvidkrson &so PlEddakbldRifQthat, and energetic. They bring a lot to William Penn.
three pointers. as Vandenberg said, “She was our practice and they’re only going to

Hawks currently carry a record of

Coach Vandenberg points out
that injuries have played a big part

leader and our ‘quarterback.” We
have had three freshmen rotating at

get better. They've been forced into
action, and at times are unsure,
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